
 

 

Dear brothers and Sisters in Christ and friends of Holy Apostles, 

Once again, Governor Cuomo has surprised us by spontaneously announcing 

last Saturday, that churches now can reopen for weekend masses at 25% of 

their capacity, keeping in mind, all the other restrictions New York State has 

asked us to observe. We are happy and excited to have the opportunity to 

celebrate the sacred mysteries together once again this weekend! Nevertheless, 

while we are glad to know that we are being allowed to reopen earlier than we 

thought, we have many things to put in place to be able to comply with all the 

rules and restrictions. Bishop Matano has also added to what we must do in 

order to resume weekend masses and to stay as safe as possible. So, in this 

communication to you, I would like to share what those rules and restrictions 

are, so that you too will be prepared for the changes that we will experience, as 

we come together to celebrate mass, this weekend! …Please know that by 

following these regulations, you will be a good and loving brother or sister in 

Christ! 

When you come to mass, you will be expected to be wearing your own face 

mask (even children over two years old) and to keep 6 feet physically distant 

from each other. When you enter the church, there will be hand sanitizer at the 

entrance which you are asked to please use on your hands. The pews will be 

marked with a cross, where you can sit as an individual, and still maintain the 

physical distancing of six feet we are being asked to observe. If you are with 

members of the same household, you may sit together, but whoever is sitting 

next to you and not of your household, must then adjust so that they are six 

feet away from the last person in that group. With the physical distancing that is 

required, we should have enough space in the church to accommodate our 

English masses. However, this may not be true in the Spanish mass. Until we can 

come up with a better solution, unfortunately, once we are filled to capacity 

with the physical distancing that is required, those who arrive after we are full, 

will be asked to come to our Tuesday evening Spanish mass, (which along with 

all the daily masses, will also be celebrated in the church).  



To try and keep as safe as possible, the Bishop has asked that there would be no 

holy water in the holy water fonts and that nothing that we share in common at 

mass be used, such as our song books, the prayer intention box, etc. 

Furthermore, there will be no collection baskets passed during the offertory, 

but rather there will be one collection box where you can simply place your 

collection before or after mass. We are also asking that you use the restroom, 

only in an emergency. As part of the safety precaution, the church must be 

disinfected every time it is used, and I will be looking for some help with this.  

As far as the mass itself goes, following the directives of Bishop Matano, the 

procession and recession both will be shortened, as I will only process from the 

sacristy to the altar and back again. In addition, there will be no altar servers, 

one lector, one musician, and one cantor. As I have already alluded, there will 

be no offertory procession, and I will have all that I need already at the altar 

(unconsecrated hosts, wine, and water). Liturgically, there is no holding of 

hands at the Lord’s Prayer and neither will there be a sign of peace. 

At the time of Holy Communion, an usher will lead you out of your pew and all 

will get out, so that no one will have to climb over anyone else. For those who 

have physical disabilities, making it difficult for them to move, we will designate 

pews where they can sit in the front of church, and we will bring Holy 

Communion to them directly without having to climb over anybody. 

During the Communion procession, you will be asked to form a single line in the 

middle of the center aisle and remain 6 feet apart from others, observing the 

markings on the floor. Bishop Matano has me and all priests to wear a mask at 

this time, so that I do not unknowingly infect you and you do not infect me. 

After I say, ‘The Body of Christ’ and you say ‘Amen’, approach me and stop an 

arm’s length from me. Lower your mask, extend your arms, open your hand up 

fully, receive Holy Communion, step away from me, and then consume the 

Sacred Host. Then return to your pew by the side aisle. Please know that no one 

will be given Holy Communion with gloves on. 

During the duration of this pandemic, you are strongly urged for your safety and 

the safety of the priest to receive Communion in the hand. If you decide to 

receive Holy Communion on the tongue, you are asked to receive last in the 

Communion line, and you follow all the above directions: lower your mask, 



extend your tongue fully and then move to the side to replace your mask. Every 

time someone receives on the tongue, I must sanitize my hands before giving 

Holy Communion to the next person in line. 

On coming into the church at our main side door you will be greeted and 

reminded of some of this, and upon leaving, there will be an orderly dismissal, 

starting with the pews closest to the exit to maintain the physical distance we 

have been asked to keep… I am hoping to greet some of you at least briefly 

outside. 

I know that this seems like a lot to take in at once, and it is… I believe it is 

important to know this up front, however, so that we can celebrate mass 

together, knowing ahead of time how we are needing to proceed… This way, we 

can concentrate on what is truly important: the wonderful blessing of being 

present, as the Lord literally comes to be with us on our altar and we have the 

unspeakable blessing to consume Him! I know that you have missed celebrating 

and receiving Him in this way … So, how providential is it that the first Sunday 

we get to celebrate mass together and receive Him in Holy Communion, is this 

coming Sunday: The Feast of Corpus Christi, the Feast of the Body and Blood of 

Christ! Wow! The first weekend we get to celebrate with each other, highlights 

in a very special way, the one thing we have been so missing and hungering for: 

The Body and Blood of Christ! Only God could choreograph that to emphasize a 

point!  

No one is forcing you to come. In fact, the Bishop has continued to remove any 

obligation to come to mass during this pandemic. If you are concerned for your 

health, you are urged not to come, and obviously, if you are sick, you should not 

come… However, to think that we have missed the Lord in his way over these 

months and now can come back… I would hope that we would be running and 

leaping for joy at celebrating mass and receiving Holy Communion once again! 

Dear parishioners and friends of Holy Apostles, we have come such a long way 

through this time of crisis and pandemic… Let us not hesitate to respond to and 

receive Who we have been longing for so much! 

Love, in Our Lord, 

Fr. Tony 


